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examine our equipage. Having done so, this personage
offered us permission, which we very readily accepted, to
examine the gardens of the palace.
We found them well worth a visit They were beautifully
laid out, filled with the finest specimens of tropical vegeta-
tion, and watered by sparkling rivulets flowing from minia-
ture lakes. The park we also admired greatly: its verdant
lawns were adorned by fanciful kiosks, and in superb
menageries we found specimens of all the animals of the
country, wild as well as domestic. Here were goats, stags,
deer, elephants, tigers, lions, panthers, and bears, besides
others too numerous to mention.
"Oh, captain I" cried Fox, "hereare tigers in cages just
like birds. Isn't it a pity ?"
"Indeed, Fox, and so it is," replied the captain. "If
the poor fellows had their choice, they certainly would far
rather be prowling about in the jungle, even within reach
vfto^trrifle-balls /"
" That's just what I think, captain," sighed honest Fox.
Next morning, the roth of May, having laid in a fresh
stock of provisions, we quitted Burdwan. Our Steam House
passed the line of railroad by a level crossing, and travelled
in the direction of Ramghur, a town situated about seventy
leagues from Calcutta.
It is true that by pursuing this route we left several
places unvisited: as, for instance, the important town of